


As America inches its way out of the Great Recession and looks forward into the
future, the need for a new policy framework to guide our economic growth is clear.
Inequality has reached unprecedented levels as the nation simultaneously grows
increasingly racially and ethnically diverse. Is the traditional assumption that there is
a trade-off between growth and equity wrong? Might broadly shared growth be
more sustainable and ultimately better for the economy? And if so, what does an
inclusive and sustainable pathway to economic growth look like, and how do we
achieve it?

An equitable approach to building healthy communities in the Twin Cities will
require wide-ranging approaches, spearheaded and sustained by many
stakeholders. Collaboration across organizations and sectors is critical to create
robust, safe, opportunity-rich communities; in short, the kinds of places where we
all want to live.

Join us as we bring together local and national experts to discuss how an equity
lens to regional development can strengthen the entire Twin Cities region.

Professor john a. powell is an internationally recognized authority in the

areas of civil rights and civil liberties and a wide range of issues including race,
structural racism, ethnicity, housing, poverty and democracy. He is Executive
Director of the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at The

Ohio State University and he holds the Gregory H. Williams Chair in Civil Rights
& Civil Liberties at the University’s Michael E. Moritz College of Law.

Angela Glover Blackwell, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, founded
PolicyLink in 1999 and continues to drive its mission of advancing economic
and social equity. Under Blackwell’s leadership, PolicyLink has become a
leading voice in the movement to use public policy to improve access and
opportunity for all low-income people and communities of color, particularly
in the areas of health, housing, transportation, education, and infrastructure.

Nekima Levy-Pounds is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of St.
Thomas and the Director of the Community Justice Project, an award-winning
civil rights legal clinic. Levy-Pounds teaches and trains law students to use the
law as a tool to advance the cause of justice in poor communities of color
through problem-solving, legal research and writing, community engagement
and legislative advocacy. Levy-Pounds serves on the Boards of the Minneapolis
Foundation and Brotherhood, Inc. and was recently appointed Chairperson of
the Minnesota Advisory Commission to the U.S.
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