REDEFINING BLACK WEALTH, TOGETHER

Last fall we made a major announcement. Nexus Community Partners was selected by the
Bush Foundation to establish a Community Trust Fund that directs $50 million to Black
communities in Minnesota, South Dakota and North Dakota.
We are thrilled for the opportunity to redistribute these deserved resources to everyday
Black folks working to provide for their families, run small businesses, tend to their wellbeing,
and so much more. And because we understand the potential impact that $50 million can have
on our community, we wanted to take a moment to share what this opportunity means for us
and how we hope it supports Black folks across the Upper Midwest.
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We also know that $50 million dollars is not enough to solve all the challenges that we
face.
At best, it is a seed that can grow into something beautiful. And that is what Nexus is trying to
do with this money. We want to create a fund that returns money directly to Black folks so
they can build something long-lasting for themselves, their families, and their communities.

4 things to know about the Community Trust Fund
1. These resources are for Black residents (descendants of enslaved Black Americans)
in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. This money will go directly to the
hands of everyday Black folks, not organizations.

2. We aim to be as transparent and
inclusive as possible. Nexus is
hosting information sessions for Black
folks across the region to share their
thoughts on how these resources
should be distributed. This fund and its
processes will be heavily influenced by
the community, as well as the fund’s
advisory committee.

3. We need your help to decide what Black Wealth Building means, together. We
know that we want this money to endure and reach as many Black people as
possible. Help us consider what our communities could look like if we had more
abundant resources.
4. The Community Trust Fund will open for applications by Spring 2023.
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We believe that this Community Trust Fund is our chance to help Black folks begin again.
While this fund does not serve as reparations, it is a vital step toward returning to Black folks
what is owed to us and our ancestors.
All qualifying Black residents in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota will be
welcome to apply. This includes Black folks who are formerly incarcerated, LGBTQI+, poor,
disabled, single, married, and more. By “Black” we are referring to descendants of formerly
enslaved Black Americans (including descendants of Black families who experienced Jim
Crow and 20th century redlining).
Learn more at www.nexuscp.org/community-trust-fund/.
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Nexus’ Guiding Principles for the Community Trust Fund
1. Healthy healing spaces & practices - In order to
grow, we must acknowledge our pains (personal,
social, political) and create spaces to be vulnerable
and heal, together.
2. Inclusive economic stability & growth - Building
Black wealth requires us all having a seat at the table.
We envision a world where all Black people have the
resources they need to care for themselves and their
communities.
3. Collective care - Nobody can do it all alone. Our greatest asset is our relationships with
one another. When we give and share with our community we all succeed.
4. Self-determination - When it comes to our futures, we all have a say in what happens.
We commit to making restorative decisions together.
5. Intergenerational education - We are part of a lineage of Black folks who never
stopped marching toward freedom. Through daily practice, we apply the lessons of
yesterday in order to heal and protect future generations as we move forward.

About Nexus Community Partners
Nexus supports strong, equitable and just communities in which all residents are engaged, are
recognized as leaders and have pathways to opportunities. The key to building more engaged
and powerful communities of color lies in the connections between authorship, leadership and
ownership. Learn more at nexuscp.org.
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